KINGUSSIE HIGH SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL
MEETING OF 27 NOVEMBER 2008
KINGUSSIE HIGH SCHOOL, 7.30 pm
Draft Minutes

In attendance: Isobel McCourt (Chair); Shona Pringle; John Tracey (Head Teacher); Carolyn Turner; Kristin Duncan; Kate Wright; Mike Donaghy
Apologies: Kate Convery; Gregor Rimmel; May Hobson
IMcC welcomed Tina Gibson to the meeting.  Tina is the ‘Active Schools Co-ordinator’

Summary of Action points:
· Write to Sue Palmer seeking a formal, written response to the three questions that were lodged by the PC at the Ward Forum  AP:  IMcC

· Write to Hector Robertson and Brian Hemming seeking assurance that the KHS accommodation issues would be dealt with as a priority with an agreed plan of action.  AP: IMcC/MD
· Contact the Chairperson of Grantown Grammar School to set up an informal liaison meeting between the two Parent Councils.  AP:IMcC
· Fund-raising grid required for S1 Parents’ Night on Wednesday 3 December, together with distribution of ‘ethos’ questionnaire.  AP: IMcC/SP
· Home baking stall for fund-raising on Saturday 13 December.  Please bake like crazy!  AP: All
· List for Xmas hamper to be circulated.  Members to attend Xmas Concert on Wednesday 17 December to help with hamper and raffle.  AP: tbc
· Dates for PC meetings for the whole of next year to be identified by the secretary and circulated to members.  AP:KD
Minutes of meeting of 16 September 2008:  proposed as a correct record by Mike Donaghy and seconded by Shona Pringle.
Matters arising: 
School Accommodation Issues - IMcC reported on recent Ward Forum which focused on education issues.  The PC had lodged three questions to which we are still awaiting a formal response from THC.  The steer from THC was that KHS accommodation problems wouldn’t be considered until 2011.  Leakage to the building, and the H&S plus disruption associated with that, was re-emphasised at the Ward Forum.  This has resulted in some action with measurements being taken for repairs to the worst affected areas.  The work is not yet out to tender but repair has been promised by the end of the year.  It was AGREED that we should write again to the Area Education Office and to Brian Hemming at HQ to press for action on an extension to the school to accommodate the rising school roll, to replace the existing portacabin classrooms and the provision of a new music department facility.  It was further AGREED that a campaigns approach would be in put in motion to raise the profile of the issues if prompt action was not taken by THC to address matters.  A campaigns team was identified.
Meeting with Grantown Grammar PC - it was suggested that we meet informally with our counterparts from Grantown Grammar School sometime early in 2009.  Members were happy with this and Isobel will take it up with the respective Chairperson.

After School Transport - Update provided by IMcC on the questionnaire that had been sent home to all parents about after school transport.  Only 17 replies had been received.  There was a long discussion about the difficulty of communicating with parents as the approaches tried to date have not been successful.  Despite this, there is still demand for after school transport.  It is a case of establishing a mechanism for booking adequate transport to meet needs at an affordable cost to both the fund-raisers and the pupil/family.  Tina Gibson explained her role as the ‘Active Schools Co-ordinator’ and indicated she has a budget of £1,000 which could go towards a transport scheme.  After further debate, the following was AGREED:

· The PC is still keen to back after school transport subject to its own funding being able to support it.
· The demand fluctuates throughout the year and each term is different depending on what clubs start/stop.  This fluctuating demand needs to be managed on a weekly basis.
· Tina offered to manage this for the school/PC and to put some of her funding towards it.

· Pupils would be charged £2 per head for after school transport to help off-set the costs.

· Minibus hire and local taxi firms would be approached to get the best fit to meet the demand on a weekly basis.

Malawi Visitors - the reception for the Malawi visitors on 7 November had been disappointing in terms of the outturn of parents and pupils.  The ‘Scottish Night’ had been well received by our visitors from Malawi and the money raised through the raffle had been put towards a laptop for Muloza Secondary Day School

Head Teacher’s Report:

Brian Ross has been seconded to Millburn Academy until next Easter.  The gap this leaves in KHS is currently being recruited both internally and externally within Highland.  A temporary replacement is hoped for by early January.
The Malawi visitors went down exceptionally well with the staff of KHS and there is strong support for developing the project and cultural links with Muloza School.  Iain Mackintosh and Ailith Stewart are planning a trip to Malawi next year.  A Partnership Agreement has been signed between the two schools and targets have been set in the curriculum.

Pupils have been involved in a TV programme production called ‘Raven’ for CBBC.  This has involved testing games and acting and it is hoped it will lead to further involvement of this sort.

S5/6 trip to the Lyceum in Edinburgh for the play ‘Macbeth’ was well received by those who attended.

Pupil success for three KHS pupils each receiving a ‘National Award’ in technology.  This is a very high standard and a great achievement for the three pupils concerned.

A total of £712 was raised for ‘Children in Need’.  Good fun was had by all.

The S4 prelims have run smoothly and are due to end this week.

The hall floor and general cleanliness are causing concern.  It is hoped that the problem will be helped by a number of extra hours being allocated.  The hall floor is due to be stripped and re-surfaced shortly.
A questionnaire on the ‘ethos’ of the school has been circulated to all staff, pupils and a number of parents.   This gets fed back to the ‘Improvement Plan’ Working Group.  Members were encouraged to complete the questionnaire and hand it in.
AOCB:

· MD commented that the recent S3 Parents’ Night had been a success, with a better atmosphere and less apparent jockeying for position.  The PC raised £35 with a grid and this will be repeated at the forthcoming Parents’ Night on 3 December.  IMcC and SP to attend for the Parent Council.  Also offered to promote/distribute the ‘ethos’ questionnaires.

· Kate Wright explained that Kate Convery was keen to set up a stall of home baking on KHS on Saturday 13 December.  As much help as possible with this was requested.  More details from Kate Convery.

· We AGREED to run the raffle and provide the prize (Xmas hamper) for the KHS Christmas Concert on Wednesday 17 December.  A list of what is required will be circulated electronically and members are asked to identify what they can donate to the hamper.

· IMcC had signed for a funding application for a schools health project on behalf of the school.

· Dates for next year.  It was AGREED that a list of dates for the whole of 2009 would be identified by the secretary and circulated to members.  Dates to follow a similar pattern to this year.

Date and time of next meeting:  Thursday 15 January at 7.30 pm in the KHS library

