KINGUSSIE HIGH SCHOOL

Hol i days are coming! Hol i days are coming! Bef ore we go

been happening over the last wee while.

Homecoming events saw staff and pupils invo Ived in events in Edinburgh and at Stirling Castle as well as our own

St Andrewds Night Concert. Another evening session was
from the Calman Trust talking to S4 about homelessness and staff and inmates from Inverness Prison talking to

S3 about realities of prison 8 quite sobering. Our chaplains have been in for a joint session with RME staff to

discuss their input for the coming year.

Visits by pupils have included football teams to Lochaber High Schoo |, Sport and Recreational pupils to RAF
Kinloss, Biology and Physics pupils to a Royal Society lecture. All this going on as we prepare for Dances,
Christmas Concerté.oh and of course Christmas!

Although this is a busy time of year | wish everyone a pe  aceful and relaxing holiday. | ]ook forward to seeing
refreshed pupils and staff on 11 ™ January.
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LEUKAEMIA RESEARCH SCOTTISH
BIKEATHON
The Badenoch and Strathspey committee would like

to thank a Il staff, pupils, parents and friends of the
LRF for their loyal support of the Bikeathon again

this year. The final total
£33,500 & money that will be spent on pioneering
research into Leukaemia; Hod

lymphomas which is being carried out in Scotland by
LR funded scientists and doctors and relies on
voluntary donations such as those given at the
Scaottish Bikeathon. Very many thanks to you all
from the Badenoch and Strathspey committee.

S1 Trip to the Crannog Centre

PORRIDGE ASSEMBLY Budding historians in S1 visited the Crannog

Centre at Loch Tay on Saturday 28 November.
LA & ?W ' , Pupils were given the opportunity to go inside a
\‘ N q ' replica of a crannog and try their hand at various

Iron Age tasks such as turning a wooden lathe,

- grinding corn on a quern and starting fire. An
enjoyable time was had by all and we were
blessed with some fantastic weather. The pupils
were fantastic ambassadors for Kingussie High
School; the Crannog Centre staff were very
i mpressed with the pupil st
Celts, enthusiasm for learning and extremely
positive behaviour. Well done!

85

On Monday last week all pupils took part in a &
special assembly to highlight the importance of 6( / z
being 6caring of our worl d he pupils wer_ n

treated to a bowl of porridge, which is the
staple diet of many of Af
especially those in Malawi whe re we have a

partner project.  The pupils donated funds to

the international charity}Ss
provide porridge every day in places like
Malawi.

S4 PARENTS® EVENI NG

Remember Wednesday 20 ™ January is the date for

the S4 Parentsd Evening. Re
issued and parental reply slips should have been
returned.
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HOMECOMING CELEBRATION

The school took part in the Homecoming
Celebration again with a Scottish Concert on St
Andr e wd s Tha évenimg started of f with a
short film made specially made with assistance
from the BBC. Two members of the BBC Education

Department visited the school and worked w ith 8
pupils from 2 Spey as part of the school &
Curriculum for Excellence project. Pupils put

together a 4 mi nuthatitiftobem
Scottishd with the
dancers and folk groups, playing and talking, with
the main b ack up being the schools own version of
the Tartan Army playing football and cheering the

team on.

After the film came the premier performance of

the Badenoch and Strathspey Schools Pipe Band.
The hall was filled with Highland music by this new
group who showed they have real promise. Well
done to the tutors for starting the night off with a
real bang. During the evening pupils entertained us
with some coothy moments of drama. We have
many new rising stars for the film industry. The
fiddle group, under the tutelage of Olivia Ross,
performed a traditional

the large folk group lead by Mr MacL ean performed
girl so

some wonderful tunes. T h e ch
wonderful
rendition of
Caledonia
whilst the
newly
formed

staff choir
gave a
powerful and

memorable

bas

rendition of Highland Cathedral whilst Messrs
Webster, Douglas and
Wind and Sae Will We Yet. The evening raised
some additional funds for the schools Malawi
project.

S4 RURAL SKILLS

Last week S4
Rural Skills
were tree
planting with
the Forestry
Commission.
This was
practical work
relating to

the unit Tree
Planting and
Beating Up.
The session
was overseen
by Richard
Strivens and
Nick Mitchell

t iTheyad 6 Sc ot t gk Rofestry Commission and involved the group

planting a mixture of rowan and hazel saplings. &e
planted 250 trees today. = We are well chuffed!

said Jordan at the end of the day. Next week the
group will continue with their work. The area the
group were working on will eventually have a picnic
area. The planting coincides with the National
Initiative to plant 1 million trees.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

DECEMBER

Wednesday 23 School closes at  3.30
JANUARY

Menfay 115 Al e | e Schoolresnenss an d

Wednesday 20 S4 Parents Evening

BEBREARY

Monday 1 S5/6 Prelims begin
Monday 1 S4 Parents info evening
Sunday 7 Ski trip departs

Thursday 11 S5/6 Prelims End

Friday 12 School closed for mid term
Sunday 14 Ski Trip returns

Monday 15 School closed & holiday

Tues/Wed 16/17 Inset Days
Thursday 18 February School reopens to pup ils
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S16s TAKE ACTI ON

Following the recent assembly, led by Miss Alexander, looking

at the Respect target as one of the school aims,

S16s have been moved to take up their pickers and take a
Works Offic er, led sessions with each class and provided the wherewithal to do something abut the immediate

environment around the school dthe idea be ing to getit clean and then keep it that way. The S1 are taking the

lead with a view to the older years playing th  eir part and respecting the commitment being made by them.

After the clean up the S186s were pleased to have made a
much debris and rubbish around. Over to the rest of the

PARENTSO6 EVENI

We had an 85% turnout of parents at our recent S1
Parentsd Evening. It was
addition to going round the teachers of their

daughter or son, parents were also asked to

complete a short questionnaire about how things

are going for their child.

When asked

a

0Do you think you

NG A GREABOSUQCCESS tion

to secondary
those who took part in the survey responded by

sayi ng Aaoghergamme ntreceived was
YHb Yt RWYSY SERSEd °FDo Yy&u thind
getting on wel/l in school 206,
s ayi ng,TheseYaeeyary. encouraging

responses. We are always keen to hear from

parents about how they think things are going for

their® ild brid to RedSidedB Brhdv wd could be

improving things.

THERE IS SUCH A THING AS A FREE LUNCH

Freddy and Bobby at

regulars (one from S1 -3andonefromS4 -6 ) can

this newsletter) and hand the tear

NAME:

QUESTI ON: What percentage t

ANSWER:

Mur chi es
lunchtimes. You are a credit to your families and school and we enjoy your custom and chat. Two lucky

names are drawn before the Christmas Holiday. Just answer the question below (the answer can be found in

-off slip to Bobby at the back door of Murchies.

Happy Christmas and a Good New Year to you all and thank you for your custom.
Cééébeecééécccééecccéééeccééeccééeeceéeececceéeececeeéeecccec

CLASS:

say lo

0 H a thgoypuplishwhd visitamma s 6t

enjoy a weekd6s free lunch

ur nout wa s ther e at our [
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PARENT COUNCIL

CHRISTMAS MARKET AND AN EVENING OF CHRISTMAS MAGIC {(i:rs
PC

Christmas magic was in the air in
Kingussie last Friday. The Parent
Council organised a day of fund
raising and fun at Talla Nan Ros.
Santa (Morgan Evans) was there
with his little elves (Caitlin Donaghy
and Victoria Hobson) and he had
even brought four of his reindeer
with him (courtesy of Cairngorm

Reindeer). Local children were

> thrilled to have their photographs

taken with the Christmas Trio and the visitors
to the Christmas Market were able to browse and buy from
the many stalls inside whilst enjoying entertainment provided by musical ¥ e
groups from both Kingussie High School and P7 from Kingussie Primary P I TG WY 5k e
School. Home-made shortbread was on offer with hot drinks to soothe away X
the winter chill!

/ An evening of Christmas Music followed later with a feast of musical entertainment including
/" vocal solos by Mr Christopher Josey and Ruairidh McDonald. Coire Choristers, the
community choir based in Aviemore, delighted the audience, as did the Grantown Brass
Ensemble led by Sheena Graham. Derek Topping played some Christmas favourites on the
flute and Patsy Burr and her son Stewart gave us "Walking in the air" from "The Snowman"
/~ (known to many of our youngsters now as "The Irn Bru Song") arranged for Clarsach and
recorder. Newtonmore Primary School Gaelic Group opened the show with some wonderful
Gaelic Song. Our very own Miss Gillian Edes performed in the vocal Quartet "Octave" along with John
Lockhart, Sandy Peebles and Gilly Howarth. The true meaning of Christmas was given through a series of
readings given by Mrs Merryn Appleby. Our special M.C. for the night was Mr John Crombie, a man who
needs no introduction himself. Thank you John.

Just over £500 was raised for Parent Council funds and thanks must go to everyone who came along on the
day, performed at night and all the young people from Kingussie High School who helped either on the
stalls or with the entertainment. Special thanks also to John and Diane Grosdanoff and to Mary Anderson.
We could not have done it without you all. THANK YOU! A particular thank you to all the local businesses
who donated such wonderful raffle prizes for us and the local groups and traders who 'bought' a stall for the
day. We hope you will be back next year!!

Kingussie High School Parent Council 'Sociable Committee' (Fund Raising) would be delighted to hear from
any parents who would like to help at our fund raising events but might not wish to join the Parent Council.
Do get in touch. Ring 01540 662294 or 01540 662423. As always, parents wishing to become members of
the Parent Council will be most welcome. Our next meeting will be on Thursday 21* January in the KHS
library at 7.30pm. Come along and join us.

DO YOU DO ANY INTERNET SHOPPING?

You can help raise funds for Kingussie High School PARENT COUNCIL at no extra cost to yourself.
easyfundraising.org.uk

If you register with the web site and then enter the retailer of your choice via the web site a percentage of your purchases
or adonation goes to the cause of your choice. Kingussie High School Parent Council are registered as a cause and can
be found in the list on the web page. All you have to do is choose us as your nominated cause. Please have a look at the
web site and if you decide to use it to help us raise funds then put it in your favourites.

Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year to all Staff, Parents and Pupils from
Kingussie High School Parent Council
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MALAWI PROJECT

As we draw to the end of term Malawi schools are closed for their summer break.

At this time of year in Muloza it is very hot and humid as it is the rainy season. The

main food crop of maize is very green in the fields and growin g fast. Teachers take a
well earned break recharging the batteries before next session which starts in the

middle of January.

The Malawi Government is finding it hard to find the money to support education. Primary Education is free to
allstudentsand f eedi ng programmes such as Maryds Meals have made
attending school. This in turn provides further challenges for the country as they have a severe shortage of

teachers , classrooms and learning materials. Secondary Educatio n is open to those who pass the Primary
Leaving Certificate and are selected to continue their education. All secondary students must pay fees and this

can be too much for many families. In Muloza Community Day Secondary School there are about 400 studen ts.
In form 1 there will be equal numbers of boys and girls but by the time they reach form 4 the number of boys
outweighs the number of girls 4:1. There are many reasons for this including the inequality that exists in the

society. The boys can make mo ney doing part -time work but the girls have to help out in the home with the
classes.

Hopefully the Malawi Project 2010 group can be the models when we visit next summer and provide

encouragement to the girls to stay on in school to get a good education.

The group have been working very hard to raise funds to support the project. The youngsters have been

attending the Parents® Evenings providing refreshments.
school and ran a stall at the Parent Council Christmas Market (see photos above). They helped with a Bingo

evening in school (see below) along with the Ucan Club as well as the Porridge Assembly to raise awareness of

Maryds Meal s. The St And
concert at the school raise d about £500 -

thanks to Miss Edes and Mr Dziennik who

organised the entertainment and to Walkers

in Aviemore who donated the shortbread

served at the event.

Plans are coming together for the trip and

joint projects planned for when we are in

Malawi. We have a recipe booklet with

Anneds famous goodies for
available from the school. So far they have

raised just over £3,500 towards their fundraising total and are really appreciative of all the support given by

family, friends, staff and com  munity.
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