
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: 
 
Ruthven Road 
Kingussie 
PH21 1ES 
Tel: 01540 661 475 
Fax: 01540 661 123 
 
KHS Website: 
www.kingussiehigh@highland.sch.uk 
 
KHS E-mail address: 
kingussie.high@highland.gov.uk 
 
Head Teacher E-mail: 
john.tracey@highland.gov.uk 
 
Contacting the school ï  
 

 At any time between 8.30 am  
 and 4.30 pm by telephone 

 By fax at any time 

 By E-mail at any time 
 
 

Welcome! 
 
This Prospectus provides information about Kingussie High 
School so that you and our prospective pupils can become 
aware of our organisation and administration. 
 
A Prospectus does not take the place of personal contact 
between home and school. 
 
We encourage all parents to visit the school and find out more 
about us.  We invite you to join our Parent Council and be 
involved more directly in the life of the school. 
 
We are a smallish school but we have a long and proud 
academic record which precedes the 1872 Education Act.  
Records suggest that there has been a school in the area since 
the time of the Columban missionaries.  In the eighteenth 
century the school, then situated at Ruthven, had James 
MacPherson, author/translator of the poems of Ossian, as its 
headmaster. 
 
Part of the present Primary School was the new school of 1876, 
established under the State Education Act of 1872.  The school 
achieved fame as an academic centre. providing education not 
only for the locals but also boarders from distant parts of the 
Highlands and Islands, before schools were provided nearer 
their own homes. 
 
The Coat of Arms, matriculated in 1961, includes many local 
references and the Gaelic motto ñGu Dichiollachò, which means 
ñWith Diligenceò. 
 
Small can be beautiful.  You can be sure that every pupil here is 
an individual and treated as such. 
 
John Tracey 
Head Teacher 
April 2010 

 

http://www.kingussiehigh@highland.sch.uk/
mailto:kingussie.high@highland.gov.uk
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Kingussie High School Past and Present 

 
Kingussie Schools of the Past 

 
Records suggest that there has been a school in the area since the time of the Columban missionaries.  In the 
eighteenth century the school, then situated at Ruthven, had James MacPherson, author and translator of the poems 
of Ossian, as its headmaster. 
 
Part of the present Primary School was the new school of 1876, established under the State Education Act of 1872.  
The school achieved fame as an academic centre, providing education not only for the locals but also boarders from 
distant parts of the Highlands and Islands, before schools were provided nearer their own homes.  For further details 
of school history see ñKingussie High Schoolò by Dr Morrison (formerly Principal Teacher of Science) published in 
1968 by the Former Pupilsô Association. 
 
The Coat of Arms, matriculated in 1961, includes many local references and the Gaelic motto, ñGu Dichiollachò, 
means ñWith Diligenceò. 

 
Our School ï its situation and facilities 
 
Our present school is situated beside the River Spey and looks out towards the Cairngorms.  It is well equipped and 
we are fortunate to have classes of reasonable size (average 22 in S1 and S2 with all practical classes of 20 
maximum), co-operative pupils and supportive parents. 
 
The new secondary building was opened on 14 October 1970 and since then it has been extended by the addition of 
eight temporary classrooms.  Internally various changes have taken place to keep abreast of technology.  An 
extension to the Technology Department to accommodate new technological courses came into commission at Easter 
1992.  The Home Economics block was completely renovated during 1999.  The Science Department was completely 
renovated during 2003.  A new lift has recently been installed to all floors.  Since Easter 2007 we have a fully 
refurbished pupil social shelter area, the final part of a two year improvement programme which has included ramps 
and steps to all four demountable huts. 
 
We have now several suites of PCs for use by classes in any subject ï these are situated in the Library, Computing 
and Technology.  All pupils receive a solid grounding in ICT (Information and Communication Technology).  For over 7 
years there has been at least one networked computer with Broadband Internet and e-mail access in every classroom.  
Internet use is controlled, subject to an agreed code of conduct, and ófilteredô both within the school and at regional 
level.   All Library machines offer Internet access together with a wide variety of CD and DVDs.  There are also video 
conferencing facilities available within the school. 
 
Over the years the school has emphasised the development of the potential of all pupils in a friendly environment ï 
certainly academically ï and also in the widest sense.  We consider SQA examination results to be of major 
importance.  In a school of our size, these results of course demonstrate from year to year the natural variation 
between year groups in overall examination performance, but over the years, the results speak for themselves. 
 
Our wider vision of education is constantly developing and it is one that is unlikely to have many rivals in state 
schools.  Various other departments make strenuous efforts to take learning beyond the walls of the classroom. 
 

The school is developing a global dimension and outlook embedded by many departments as part of the curriculum, 
and not solely in Modern Languages where virtually all pupils receive a grounding in both French and German in S1 
and S2 (Gaelic medium pupils from Newtonmore Primary School undertake Gaelic and French in S1 and S2).
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