Kingussie High School



Strategies for success





A strategy involves using a plan of action to achieve a certain goal or aim.


To achieve success you will need to use a variety of good strategies such as those listed below.


Talk through those listed below with a friend, parent or teacher. Put them to work and you will be well on the way to success at Kingussie High School……





Listen carefully





Concentrate on what is being said and ignore other noise or distractions


Ask questions if something is not clear


Listen for the meanings and ideas behind the words used





Take clear notes





Write down the important facts and ideas clearly


Use your own words to describe and / or explain ideas


Number the main points made into a sequence


If you are really good, write down 3 things learned after each subject lesson





Choose the right place





Try to do your work in the same quiet place


Make sure that the work place is well lit (avoids eye strain)


Keep the work place tidy


Use a comfy chair





Go further





Make a habit of doing some homework or extra reading every day


Identify and then use regularly good reference sources such as encyclopaedias, CDs, Websites


Use the school library – get to know what it has that may help you


Visit the local library and enrol. Get to know their facilities





Revise well and effectively





Design and stick to a sensible revision programme


Revise in short bursts


Make notes, draw diagrams, make mind maps – rather than solely reading over notes or textbooks


Take an active part in revising and ask a friend or a parent to help test you


Practise exam questions and have your answers marked by your teacher

















Managing study time well





As a pupil you have the same amount of time as everyone else, but some people tend to complete more work than others. Experts tell us that most of what we do is based on habit. By practising some good “time management” habits you can begin to achieve all the things you need and want to do.


Why not try some of the ideas for better time management listed here and make the most of your time ? 


How often do you do the following ?





Managing time in the classroom





Write down all homework tasks the day they are given


Write down longer term tasks and the day they are due in – do this in your student planner


Keep a record of all your test and assessment results


Make sure that you write down all details of the tasks and projects set 


Listen carefully to instructions and taught sections – remember what you are taught may be examined at the end of the session





Managing time after school / at home





Sort your work into a priority order (1,2, 3…)


Check of all tasks, assignments, homework, etc. after completing each one


Organise your time into 30 minute blocks


Take time to review your work returned and marked by your teachers – read their comments and note their suggestions


Sort out a revision programme and stick to it


Tell everyone about your revision programme – they can help you stick with it





Managing time to complete tasks set





Plan a programme to include regular leisure time activities


Take a short break or reward yourself after completing a task


Do not try to memorise all facts for a test at one time


Divide lengthy or difficult tasks and assignments into shorter more manageable units or bursts!


Wait a day before editing a rough draft of a written assignment – other good ideas often appear!


Review and think carefully about your use of time – set priorities for your work and get it done!
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