KINGUSSIE HIGH SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL
MEETING OF 16 SEPTEMBER 2008
KINGUSSIE HIGH SCHOOL, 7.30 pm
Draft Minutes

In attendance: Isobel McCourt (Chair); Shona Pringle; May Hobson; John Tracey (Head Teacher); Isla Russell; Carolyn Turner;  Sheena Duthie (in attendance); Kate Convery; Kristin Duncan; Gregor Rimmel
Apologies: Kate Wright; Mike Donaghy
Summary of Action points:
· Clarify the situation regarding a letter to Hector Robertson in connection with the poor facilities of the music department.  AP. I McC

· Book minibus for Tuesday/Thursday for after school activities for three weeks till October break.  AP. KC
· Monitor usage and demand for after school transport over the three week trial period and report back to PC.  AP. JT
· New Parent Council logo to be e-mailed to Isobel.  AP. JT
· Organising sub-group for Malawi visit to prepare for event.  AP. IMcC/SD/CT/KC/MH/SP
1.  Minutes of meeting of 18 June 2008:  proposed as a correct record by May Hobson and seconded by Carolyn Turner.  Noted that Kate Convery had in fact attended the last meeting.
2.  Matters arising:  
Accommodation: need to clarify under whose name a letter was sent to Hector Robertson regarding the music department and to ascertain if there had been a response.  Isobel agreed to contact Elspeth Martin about this.  JT reported that a consultant had been looking at the school accommodation on the basis of the projected increase in numbers.  Recommendation is for 4 new classrooms one of which should be for business studies.  School roll predictions so far have not come to fruition (30 pupils down on the projected 450 for 08/09).  The formula is 2 teachers for every 30 pupils.  There are several courses of action which the PC could usefully pursue:
i) ask Hector Robertson for an update on likely implementation of the consultant’s recommendation

ii) ask for PC to be circulated in any consultation/discussion papers on school accommodation proposals

iii) attend the next Ward Forum on 8 October in Grantown which has an education theme and submit a couple of questions about the quality of the accommodation (leaking windows, energy efficient etc) and the consultant’s report on additional accommodation
After school transport issue: no response to date from CNPA about assistance. The Drugs & Alcohol Forum may have a grant scheme for inclusion of girls and safe transport home but this would need some match-funding. There was a long discussion about the minibuses parked outside the Primary School which could be made available if they were not in use.  It was AGREED to trial this for a three week period on Tuesdays and Thursdays, departing at 5.00 pm with a charge of £1.  Kate Convery to book the bus and the school to conduct a survey to monitor usage and demand on both the days transport is and isn’t available to better gauge pattern of demand.

3.  Head Teacher’s Report:

Exam results - Increase in the S4 SQA results after a period of decline.  Extra study period will help further.  Good results in S5/6 overall but with one or two disappointments.  The school is aiming to provide a ‘study skills’ period to assist with revision.

School Uniform - compliance has been good to date.  New senior school tie for S6.

Smokers - pupils smoking in public is a constant challenge
Mobile phones - a constant problem.  School is making it more difficult for pupils to get their phones back once confiscated
Staffing - new staff settling in well with lots of enthusiasm.  Hope to have a janitor by early October and hope to fill the vacancy in the Science Department shortly.
Malawi Presentation:  Sheena Duthie gave a short presentation on the connection between KHS and Muloza Community Day School in Malawi.  SD had been on a Government-funded secondment to Malawi to a school of 10 staff and 300 pupils. The school has a governing body similar to the Parent Council.  A formal link has now been made with this school.  The teacher /pupil ratio is very different with much bigger classes. There are more boys than girls in the upper school and there are virtually no teaching resources.  Some of the support that KHS is providing for this link includes the following:

· S1 pupils involved in back-pack project through PSE and lessons in ‘Rights of the Child’

· S1 pupils involved in a postcard exchange

· S1 pupils involved in a study of Malawi in the geography curriculum

· S2 pupils involved in HIV/Aids project; a pupil profile exchange and some enterprise.

The Head and depute Head from Muloza School are coming to visit KHS between 5-16 November.  There will be a reciprocal visit, funded through the Scotland-Malawi Partnership by the end of May 2009.  In the future it is hoped that there will be an opportunity to make an application to the British Council to get more KHS Departments involved in curricular links.  There could be a senior visit to Malawi.  There will be an opportunity to meet the Malawi visitors in November.  The PC voiced support for the Malawi link and the activities and opportunities that will ensue.  
4.  AGM: An ‘Oscars Ceremony’ type event to act as both a fund-raiser and a fun night to back the next AGM was abandoned due to feedback from a number of people including staff and parents on this sort of ‘competitive’ event.  It was AGREED to hold the AGM on Thursday 6 November and tie it in to a ‘Scottish Welcome’ for the Malawi visitors.  The organizing sub-group for the AGM comprises Shona; Sheena; Kate; Carolyn; Isobel; May.  The business part of the evening will be very short and all the office bearers have offered to stay on.
