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As we approach the end of session you might think we are winding down.  Not a bit of it!  SQA exams are over - 

sighs of relief from our senior pupils ð but now itõs time to sort out new timetables, confirm choices etc.  
 

For S1-3 we have had normal lessons plus lots of alternatives in our Activity Week ð some details inside.  
 

Staff have been working hard at developments linked to Curriculum for Excellence.  
 

And there is more still to come!  Graduation , Prize Giving, end of session concert (put 22 nd in your diaries), trip 

to Malawi:  What a busy school.  
 

I hope the Newsletter keeps you up to date with many of the things that are happening in the school.  
 

Remember, you can always contact me at school abo ut any issue.  

 

John Tracey  

Head Teacher  

___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

S1 AT BADAGUISH A BIG SUCCESS  
  

òDear Mr Tracey,  

Please could you pass on our 'THANK YOU'   to all the staff involved with the B adaguish trip. Our 

son had an excellent  time....what a great experience for all the children. ó  From parents of a First Year pupil . 
  

More details of the week to follow.  

MUSIC FOR A SUMMERS EVENING 
 

Come along to an evening of performance by Kingussie, Aviemore and 
Newtonmore Primary Schools, KHS Choir, Folk Group, Instrumental Ensemble, 

3ÔÁÆÆ #ÈÏÉÒȟ $ÒÁÍÁ 'ÒÏÕÐȟ 3ÏÌÏÉÓÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÒÅȣȣ 
TUESDAY 22 JUNE 

7.45pm prompt start 
 

Tickets £5, £3 and £12 (family) 
Refreshments by the Malawi Group from 7.15pm 
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S4 RURAL SKILLS GRAB A GRANT  
 

The S4 Rural Skills recently took part in a project 

to  encourage Healthy Eating and in doing so 

obtained a grant for £50 from CSV.  The aim of 

the project was to encourage healthy eating at the 

same time as taking part in a Green Gym.    
 

Because of summer holidays the crop has to be 

harvested while pupils ar e around to do the work.  

The decision to plant strawberries to harvest 

before the holidays and raspberries to harvest 

after the holidays was taken after much class 

discussion.  
 

Initially there was a trip to The Trading Post in 

Kingussie where they bought  some grow bags to 

plant strawberries in.  Mrs Thomas was able to 

donate some raspberry canes, and the work began. 

Mrs Stewart bought the strawberry plants.   We 

are lucky enough to have a polytunnel to give the 

strawberry plants a good start.  The strawbe rries 

were planted, the ground was dug over and the 

raspberries were planted too.  We now look forward 

to our first harvest in a few weeks time!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ECO SCHOOLS DAY  
 

ñRoss, Marcus and I (pictured above) went with Mrs 

Thomas to Inverness  to an Eco Sc hools Day on 

Tuesday 27 th  April.  We had a game of speed dating 

where you got into groups of about 8  to talk about 

what you had done in your school to help the eco 

system and to see what other schools had done as 

well.  There was a competition for the most  eco 

friendly packed lunches.  We did quite well in this 

competition, but didnõt win a prize.  We are going to 

use the experiences that we took part in to form a 

part of our Asdan modules.  We think it will link in 

well with the work we are doing to help w ith our 

schoolõs recycling.  We are also hoping that we can 

visit the main local recycling centre.ó  

By Ross and Nathan 
 

 

CSV ACTION EARTH EVENT  
 

A group of S3 pupils spent a hot afternoon picking 

up litter in Kingussie, then coming back to school 

for some  welcome refreshments.  They collected 4 

bags of litter as well as some bottles and cans for 

recycling.  They were an  enthusiastic bunch and 

great ambassadors for the school.  Well done!  We 

are grateful to the CSV Action Earth Fund for 

supplying the refre shments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVEREST BASE CAMP TALK  
 

A group of S 1 pupils, Marcus M cDonald, John 

Aisthorpe and Bank Sangkaree, met with Mrs Jen 

Nield in May to hear about her experience of 

walking to the Everest Base Camp.  The boys, who 

have been working on their t alk skills, enjoyed 

listening to Mrs Nield and seeing her photographs 

and video of her time in Nepal.  

 

FEATURED PHOTO 
 

A photograph taken by Sam Cairns now features 
on the SNH website: www.snh.gov.uk/about-
scotlands-nature/species/birds/woodland-birds/.  
It is a photo of a crested tit.  Well done Sam. 

 
 

STAFFING CHANGES IN SCIENCE  
 

In addition to the arrival of Mr David Nisbett as 

Principal Teacher of Science in Augu st, we will also 

welcome Dr Kinghorn to our full -time staff.  She 

has been working on a part -time basis for the past 

few years.  We will also welcome Mr David Wood to 

the Science Department  from August . 
 

Weõll keep you updated about other changes as we 

fin alise next sessionõs staffing. 

 

 

 

http://www.snh.gov.uk/about-scotlands-nature/species/birds/woodland-birds/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/about-scotlands-nature/species/birds/woodland-birds/
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HIGHLAND TRIBUTE TO FIRST CANADIAN PRIME MINISTER  
 

By Erin Crombie, Grace Sutherland, Jessica Convery and Daniel Ritchie  
 

On Wednesday 12 May we represented the school at the unveiling of a 

cairn commemorating the firs t Canadian Prime Minister, Sir John A 

MacDonald, who was originally from this area.  Mrs  Rennie took us along 

to Kincraig where there was a short talk informing us about John A 

MacDonald and his background.  This was given by Scottish Community 

Safety Mini ster, Fergus Ewing and Claude Boucher, the Canadian Deputy 

High Commissioner to the UK and the former Professor of Canadian 

Studies at Edinburgh University, Ged Martin.  
 

We learned that Sir John A MacDonald was born in Glasgow in 1815.  He 

emigrated to Can ada when he was five, and in 1867 he became the 

countryõs first Prime Minister.  During his time as PM, Sir John ð who was 

knighted by Queen Victoria in 1867 ð made it his priority to create a 

modern Canadian nation that connected French and English speake rs.  He 

also developed the Pacific -Atlantic railway.  He died at the age of 76 in 

1891 while still in office.  
 

After the talk we went along to Dalnavert where the cairn and plaque 

were unveiled, and we saw the house that his family had connections to 

befor e coming back to school.  It was an inspirational event that showed us how being from a small area 

shouldnõt stop you from achieving big things.  It also highlighted the strong links between Canada and Scotland 

that continue to this day.  

 

CURRICULUM FOR EXCELLENCE òZOO 

PROJECTó 
 

Over the last few months 2 Feshie have had the 

opportunity to find out more about the Royal 

Zoological Society of Scotland.  The Society run s 

the Highland Wildlife P ark, Edinburgh Zoo and a 

number of international wildlife projects .  They 

have started a programme called Zoo Employability 

and Skills Training (ZEST) aimed at S5&6.  We ran 

a pilot junior version in which the S2 pupils learned 

about the range of careers and jobs available, the 

history of the RZSS, animal keeping, ground s care 

and conservation.  
 

In a global session we 

thought about the 

forests and wildlife in 

Scotland, past and 

present, and then 

linked this to the 

Budongo reserve in 

the Ugandan rainforests and 

the chimpanzees who live there.   There were 

regular visits t o the Wildlife P ark and small groups 

of pupils were allocated an animal to find out more 

about, think about their enclosures and design an 

òenrichmentó item to stimulate and interest the  

 

animals.  The Arctic 

fox and Japanese 

macaques were the 

lucky reci pients of 

their work and it 

was interesting to 

see how the animal sõ 

behaviour changed before and 

after they were put in.  

The project 

culminated with 

pupil 

presentations in 

school and a day 

trip to Edinburgh 

Zoo.  We had 

great weather 

and were lucky to 

see the new arrival  - a Greater One -horned 

rhinoceros which , at 18 months old , weighed an 

amazing 2.5 tonnes!  We also visited the Budongo 

experience and saw some of the chimpanzees for 

real.  
 

Thanks to the RZSS for funding the project and 

particularly to Jas per Hughes the Education 

Officer at Highland Wildlife Park.  

 



Kingussie High School 
Ruthven Road, Kingussie PH21 1ES 

Tel: 01540 661 475 
e-mail: kingussie.high@highland.gov.uk 

6OO MILES OF PEDAL POWER FOR MALAWI
 

Below is a photo  of Tina Gibson along with Mr Mackintosh's S2 English class holding some of the equipment that 

will be taken out to Muloza Secondary School i n Malawi.  Tina, Sports Co -ordinator for Badenoch, has recently  

cycled  600 miles around the Highlands in order to raise money to buy sports equipment that will go directly to 

the Malawian school.  Over the last 8 months she has been training a group of sen ior pupils from Kingu ssie High 

School to become sports leaders.  These pupils will take their skills to Muloza where they will be attending the 

local school for the first two weeks of their summer holidays.  As well as attending classes, they will be 

teach ing large groups of Malawian school children in everything from sport to literature and music to social 

education.  Tina's trip is aimed at raising funds to buy basic sports and play equipment which the sports leaders 

will take with them to Malawi in June.   Her circuit of the North  took her from  Inverness  to  Thurso, Durness, 

Ullapool, Fort William and then back to Kingussie.  She set  off on 17 May covered  at least 86 miles a day in 

order to arrive home on 23 May.  If you would like to give a donation you ca n contact the High School Malawi 

Project.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B&SSC ANNUAL AWARDS  
 

The B&SSC Annual Awards were 

held recently .  Scott Dixon and 

Calum Irvine shared the Junior 

Sports Personality Award, and 

Ryan Borthwick, Rhys Cornfield 

and Kirsty Deans were awarded 

individual Sporting Excellence 

Awards.   The two senior awards 

went to Noel Baxter and Rex Sircus 

(administration).   A clean sweep for KHS, involving 

current pupils, a former pupil and a pupil parent.  

 

PARENTSõ EVENINGS FOR SESSION 

2010 ð 2011  
 

Having consulted the Parent Council and the 

teaching staff, we will be changing the times for 

our Parentsõ Evenings next session.  They will be 

running from 5.30 to 7.30pm.  After each, I will be 

happy to hear reaction to the change of time.  We 

hope, especially in the winter months, everyone will 

be able to settle at home earlier in the evenings.  

 

Highland CfE Parental newsletter  
  

The next in the series of Highland CfE newsletters 

(Parental newsletter) is now available on the 

Highland Council website.   This c an be accessed via 

the following link:    
  

http://www.highland.gov.uk/learninghere/schools/ 
informationforparents/curriculumforexcellencenewslett
ers.htm 

 

CONCERT 
 

KHS Folk Group in a joint concert with 

Gizzen Briggs from Tain Royal Academy.  
 

TALLA NAN ROS  

29 JUNE 2010  

7.30PM 
 

FREE ENTRY 
 

http://www.highland.gov.uk/learninghere/schools/%20informationforparents/curriculumforexcellencenewsletters.htm
http://www.highland.gov.uk/learninghere/schools/%20informationforparents/curriculumforexcellencenewsletters.htm
http://www.highland.gov.uk/learninghere/schools/%20informationforparents/curriculumforexcellencenewsletters.htm
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S3 LONDON CITIZENSHIP TRIP 2010  
 

Monday 31 May  
 

An interesting start to the week - the trai n was an hour late leaving 

Inverness due to refuelling problems and losing the driver!  However, 

once we were on the train, the excitement began to build as we got 

closer and closer to London.  We arrived about 4pm and headed across 

to Baden Powell House, checked-in and had dinner.  In the evening we 

had a trip on the London Eye.  This was a highlight of the trip for 

Charlie-Ann Burn, Rhona 

McIntyre and Siobhan Sellar 

who all said òit was my 

favourite because you could 

see all of Londonó whilst Maisy 

Thompson said òI loved it so much, I want to live there when I am 

olderó.  After the trip on the London Eye we went on Mr MacDonaldõs 

mystery walk going past No 10, the Cenotaph, Trafalgar Square and 

Piccadilly Circus before heading back to BP House for the nigh t.  
 

Tuesday 1 June  
 

After a rainy boat trip on the River Thames, we 

headed off to the Imperial War Museum where we 

visited exhibitions about the Blitz and Childrenõs 

War as well as walking through the Trench 

Experience.  Rory McGregor enjoyed this visi t 

because òit was good to see what the vehicles 

looked likeó whilst Curtis Randall said òit had so many different parts and everything from 

little models of battlefields to tanks and planesó.  After lunch we visited the Tate 

Britain and looked at art from different eras and even created some of our own 

from cardboard boxes.  A lot of us also got lost in the maze inside a house ð scary!  

An hour shopping in Covent Garden gave plenty time for a visit to Jack Wills ð a 

very important (and expensive!) shop for many of the group.  In the evening we 

went bowling where Erin Crombie gained the highest overall score and Siobhan 

Sellar scored the most strikes.  Bowling was a highlight for Beth Conboy, 

Cameron Harper and Grace Sutherland as it was òsuch good craicó.  
 

Wednesday 2 June  
 

What a hot, busy day ð our feet were so sore by the end of it!  

We started our day going on a tour of BBC Studios and took 

part in making the news, weather and our own TV quiz 

show.  Isla Baxter would recommend the tour to others 

òbecause of the fact that you were walking on the floor which huge 

celebs had walked on, and also you find out all the TV secretsó.  After having lunch on the 

green outside a BBC building we headed to Westminster Abbey where we learnt about 

some of the Scottish c onnections to the Abbey as well as spotting  some memorials to 

famous Scots such as Robert Burns.  After a detour through St James Park to 

Buckingham Palace we headed back to BP House for a wee rest before Pizza Hut.  

After this was the highlight for many o f the girls in the group when we bumped into Alisha 

Dixon on Westminster Bridge ð the screams could be heard a long way away!  Eventually, after a 

photo and autograph session, we headed to the IMAX cinema to see Prin ce of Persia.  Innes Macg regor and 

Sean Leslie thought it was amazing because the screen was the biggest in Britain.  


